S2708

that Federal retirement cost-of-living
adjustments should not be delayed.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 11

At the request of Mr. GREGG, the
names of the Senator from Kentucky
[Mr. ForD], the Senator from Washing-
ton [Mrs. MURRAY], the Senator from
Montana [Mr. BURNS], the Senator
from Mississippi [Mr. CocHRAN], the
Senator from Georgia [Mr. CLELAND],
the Senator from Arkansas [Mr.
HUTCHINSON], the Senator from Ohio
[Mr. DEWINE], the Senator from Ten-
nessee [Mr. FRIST], and the Senator
from Oregon [Mr. SMITH] were added as
cosponsors of Senate Concurrent Reso-
lution 11, a concurrent resolution rec-
ognizing the 25th anniversary of the es-
tablishment of the first nutrition pro-
gram for the elderly under the Older
Americans Act of 1965.

SENATE RESOLUTION 63

At the request of Mr. DOMENICI, the
names of the Senator from North Da-
kota [Mr. CONRAD], the Senator from
Nebraska [Mr. HAGEL], the Senator
from New York [Mr. D’AMATO], the
Senator from New Hampshire [Mr.
GREGG], and the Senator from Alaska
[Mr. MURKOWSKI] were added as cospon-
sors of Senate Resolution 63, a resolu-
tion proclaiming the week of October
19 through October 25, 1997, as ‘‘Na-
tional Character Counts Week.”’

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 14—PROVIDING FOR A CON-
DITIONAL ADJOURNMENT OR RE-
CESS OF THE SENATE AND THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. LOTT submitted the following
concurrent resolution; which was con-
sidered and agreed to:

S. CoN. REs. 14

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That when the Sen-
ate recesses or adjourns at the close of busi-
ness on Thursday, March 20, 1997, Friday,
March 21, 1997, or Saturday, March 22, 1997,
pursuant to a motion made by the Majority
Leader or his designee in accordance with
this resolution, it stand recessed or ad-
journed until noon on Monday, April 7, 1997,
or until such time on that day as may be
specified by the Majority Leader or his des-
ignee in the motion to recess or adjourn, or
until noon on the second day after Members
are notified to reassemble pursuant to sec-
tion 2 of this concurrent resolution, which-
ever occurs first; and that when the House
adjourns on the legislative day of Thursday,
March 20, 1997, Friday, March 21, 1997, or Sat-
urday, March 22, 1997, it stand adjourned
until 12:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 8, 1997, or
until noon on the second day after Members
are notified to reassemble pursuant to sec-
tion 2 of this concurrent resolution, which-
ever occurs first.

SEC. 2. The Majority Leader of the Senate
and the Speaker of the House, acting jointly
after consultation with the Minority Leader
of the Senate and the Minority Leader of the
House, shall notify the Members of the Sen-
ate and House, respectively, to reassemble
whenever, in this opinion, the public interest
shall warrant it.
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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 15—RELATIVE TO TAIWAN

Mr. TORRICELLI submitted the fol-
lowing concurrent resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on Fi-
nance:

S. Con. Res. 15

Whereas the people of the United States
and the people of Taiwan have long enjoyed
extensive ties;

Whereas Taiwan, a democracy of 21,000,000
people, is currently the eighth largest trad-
ing partner of the United States, and United
States exports to Taiwan total more than
$18,000,000,000 annually, far exceeding the
$12,000,000,000 the United States exports to
the People’s Republic of China;

Whereas the current administration has
committed publicly to support Taiwan’s bid
to join the world Trade Organization (re-
ferred to in this resolution as the “WTO”)
and has declared that the United States will
not oppose that bid solely on the grounds
that the People’s Republic of China, which
also seeks WTO membership, is not yet eligi-
ble because of the People’s Republic of Chi-
na’s unacceptable trade practices;

Whereas the United States and Taiwan
have concluded discussions on virtually all
outstanding trade issues necessary for Tai-
wan to be eligible to join the WTO;

Whereas reversion of control over Hong
Kong to Beijing, scheduled to occur on July
1, 1997, will, in most respects afford the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China WTO treatment for
the bulk of its trade goods, despite the fact
that the people’s Republic of China’s trade
practices currently fall far short of qualify-
ing for WTO membership;

Whereas the American people’s fundamen-
tal sense of fairness warrants support by the
United States Government for Taiwan’s bid
for WTO membership, and

Whereas it is in the economic interests of
United States consumers and exporters for
Taiwan to accede to the WTO at the earliest
possible moment: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That it is the sense
of Congress that negotiations between the
United States and Taiwan be concluded
promptly and that the United States Govern-
ment publicly support the prompt accession
of Taiwan to the WTO.

Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. President, the
months ahead will require a number of
important decisions regarding the con-
tinuing evolution of U.S. policy in the
region of the Taiwan Straits.

Today, | am submitting a concurrent
resolution to help clarify long-standing
U.S. commitments in this regard.

While the Clinton Administration
and Congress attempt to improve rela-
tions with the communist authorities
in Beijing, it is important for Congress
to make clear the depth of the biparti-
san commitment to the burgeoning
democratic forces on Taiwan. Any im-
provement in U.S. relations with Tai-
wan, does not and should not come at
the expense of our ties with the people
of Taiwan.

The U.S. must renew our past com-
mitments to the people of Taiwan. For
example, as a result of the Taiwan Pol-
icy Review throughout 1993 and 1994
and the balance of 1994, the Clinton Ad-
ministration publicly pledged to sup-
port Taiwan’s membership in appro-
priate international organizations. In
this regard, few are as important as the
World Trade Organization.

March 20, 1997

Taiwan is currently the U.S.’s fifth
largest trading partner and U.S. ex-
ports to Taiwan total more than $17
billion annually. This sum is almost
twice as much as U.S. exports to the
P.R.C. Our trade with the People’s Re-
public has produced a crushing $39 bil-
lion deficit last year.

The Clinton Administration is pub-
licly committed to supporting Tai-
wan’s bid to join the World Trade Orga-
nization. It has already declared that
the U.S. will not oppose the bid solely
on the grounds that the P.R.C., which
is also seeking WTO membership, is
not yet eligible because of its unac-
ceptable trade practices.

The U.S. and Taiwan have concluded
discussions on virtually all outstand-
ing trade issues necessary for Taiwan’s
W.T.O. eligibility. All that is left is for
the U.S. to make clear that it is pre-
pared to support Taiwan’s membership
and for Taiwan and the U.S. to work
out the few remaining details govern-
ing trade in a few specific sectors.

In the weeks ahead, we will be called
upon to vote to renew Most Favored
Nation Status for China and analyzing
China’s actions as they take control of
Hong Kong. As we do all of this, we
cannot forget about our commitments
to the people of Taiwan.

Congress should reaffirm our support
for Taiwan’s bid to join the W.T.O. and
make clear that our decision regarding
Taiwan’s bid will not be held hostage
to U.S. negotiations with Beijing.

Today, | am submitting a Sense of
the Congress concurrent resolution
which affirms our support for Taiwan’s
membership in the W.T.O.. | am
pleased that a similar concurrent reso-
lution is being submitted with bi-par-
tisan support in the other body.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 16—SETTING FORTH THE
CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET FOR
THE UNITED STATES

Mr. DOMENICI submitted the follow-
ing concurrent resolution; which was
referred to the Committee on the Budg-
et:

S. CoN. REs. 16

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring),

SECTION 1. CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON THE
BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 1998.

(a) DECLARATION.—The Congress deter-
mines and declares that this resolution is
the concurrent resolution on the budget for
fiscal year 1998 including the appropriate
budgetary levels for fiscal years 1999, 2000,
2001, and 2002 as required by section 301 of
the Congressional Budget Act of 1974.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this concurrent resolution is as fol-
lows:

Sec. 1. Concurrent Resolution on the Budget
for Fiscal Year 1998.

Recommended levels and amounts.

Sec. 3. Social Security.

Sec. 4. Major functional categories.

SEC. 2. RECOMMENDED LEVELS AND AMOUNTS.
The following budgetary levels are appro-

priate for the fiscal years 1998, 1999, 2000,

2001, and 2002:

Sec. 2.
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